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David W. Snyder
Executive Director

Email: David.Snyder@state.sd.us

February 23, 2005

As Executive Director of the South Dakota Science and Technology Authority I
confirm that the Authority and its Board of Directors are firmly committed to
supporting the Homestake Collaboration and its Principal Investigator, Dr. Kevin
Lesko.
 
The Authority was established for the very purpose of providing the vehicle through
which the DUSEL could be created in the former Homestake mine.  We share the
goal of the members of the Homestake Collaboration of attracting the DUSEL to
South Dakota. 

Thank you. 

Dave Snyder
Executive Director
South Dakota Science & Technology Authority
P.O. Box 8329
Rapid City, S.D. 57709



February 10, 2005

The National Science Foundation
4201 Wilson Boulevard
Arlington, VA 22230

National Science Foundation:

With pleasure I write to extend the recommendation of the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education
(WICHE) that NSF select the Homestake Mine in South Dakota as the location for the Deep Underground
Science and Engineering Laboratory (DUSEL).

The confluence of three significant factors makes the Homestake Mine site the most logical location for DUSEL.

First and foremost, the depth of the Mine and substantial resources at the South Dakota School of Mines and
Technology provide a unique opportunity to create the environment for success of this effort.  The Mine, itself,
as an already established appropriate physical environment, combined with the resources of SDSM&T, which is
truly a marvelous treasure within South Dakota’s system of higher education, will help ensure a rich National
resource, if developed.

Second, South Dakota, through a substantial state financial investment, has recently demonstrated an
exceptional commitment to research and development, per se.  While most states in the Western region and
throughout the nation have been disinvesting in higher education, South Dakota has been increasing its
investment, despite the same financial constraints that have faced other states, and they are almost unique
nationally in their explicit increase in research and development.  In selecting South Dakota as a partner,
therefore, you would be selecting a state as a partner that has demonstrated its commitment in both rhetoric
and action.

Third, the Western region would bring unique opportunities for partnership beyond state boundaries that are,
frankly, unusual in this country.  The strength of WICHE as a regional organization, with more than fifty years of
tested experience in interstate collaboration, is a testament to this region’s comfort in working together.
Indeed, locating DUSEL in South Dakota would create opportunities for both research and curricular
collaboration through other national labs located in the West such as the Sandia and Los Alamos Labs in New
Mexico, the Idaho National Laboratory, the Northwest Regional Lab in Washington and Livermore Lab in
California.  These research centers work as regional resources today.  Locating DUSEL in South Dakota would
have the symbiotic benefit of bringing the West together around DUSEL’s mission and bringing South Dakota
more directly into interaction with other scientific and research efforts throughout the West.

In addition to these strong assets that the Homestake Mine site would bring to NSF’s scientific and research
portfolio, such a lab would also obviously bring great benefit to Western South Dakota.  But, indeed, this too
would be a two-sided benefit.  The Black Hills of South Dakota are among the most beautiful and enjoyable
geographic areas of this country.  The romance and beauty of the area offer an exceptional lifestyle for the
scientists who would work in such an environment.

With great enthusiasm and without any reservation the Western Interstate Commission for Higher Education
recommends the Homestake Mine for selection as the DUSEL site.

Sincerely,

David A. Longanecker
Executive Director

Mailing address PO Box 9752
Boulder, CO 80301-9752
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Boulder, CO 80301
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February 23, 2005 
 
 
 
 
National Science Foundation 
4201 Wilson Boulevard 
Arlington, VA 22230 
 
 
I am writing in support of the proposal to convert the Homestake Gold Mine into the 
Deep Underground Science and Engineering Laboratory (DUSEL). 
 
South Dakota is an EPSCoR state because in the past we have not built the research 
infrastructure that allows us to successfully compete for federal R&D funding. 
Consequently, science and engineering research does not have the visibility that they 
do in many other states. 
 
In the last 15 years, however, significant progress has been made in advancing a 
South Dakota research agenda through focused infrastructure development 
activities. The creation of DUSEL would be a tremendous validation of this effort. It 
would demonstrate that some of the world’s best science and engineering can in fact 
be done here. It would provide science and engineering research with the visibility 
that is needed to take the next step forward towards building state-wide support for 
EPSCoR’s goal of building a research infrastructure that contributes not only to our 
academic institutions but to South Dakota’s economic well-being. 
 
On behalf of South Dakota’s EPSCoR program, I look forward to a positive decision 
regarding the state’s submission. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
James A. Rice 

Executive Director 
South Dakota EPSCoR 
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February 22, 2005

National Science Foundation

Dear Sirs:

The Lawrence County Commissioners have been approached by Dave Snyder, the Executive
Director of South Dakota Science & Technology Authority, to write a letter of support for the
conversion of the Homestake mine to the DUSEL.  This letter of support is given with great
gusto by the Commissioners for the DUSEL to be in our Lawrence County for the following
reasons:

First, is the mine itself.  The mine is already deep enough for your experiments with a stable rock
formation and, in fact, has been used for many years for the experiments that you request.  No
other site can boast both of these advantages.  Secondly, there is a knowledgeable, experienced
and on-site engineer force that can tailor the mine to your wishes.  Third, we have a receptive
governor and state legislature that have already passed several bills to help with mine
conversion.  Fourth, the county has put its money where its mouth is and has recently pledged
$50,000 to the Black Hills Vision project who has as one of its main goals to use the Homestake
Mine for the National Science Foundation.

Thank you for this opportunity to express our reasons for having the DUSEL project in our
Lawrence County.

Sincerely,

FOR THE BOARD

Robert E. Ewing
Robert E. Ewing
CHAIR

LAWRENCE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
P.O. Box F

90 Sherman Street
Deadwood, South Dakota  57732

Voice: (605)-578-1941
Fax:   (605)-578-1065
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February 18, 2005

National Science Foundation via e-mail to:
Trudy.Severson@sd.us.

Dear Members of the National Science Foundation Selection Team:

The Rapid City Area Chamber of Commerce strongly supports converting the Homestake Gold Mine into a
Deep Underground Science and Engineering Laboratory (DUSEL).

Following the close of the mine, Black Hills community leaders recognized the unique characteristics of
the mine’s depth, rock formations, suitable environmental conditions and other factors leading to its
reutilization.

With the obvious natural resource strengths of the site, our community was readily convinced that the
discussions focusing on the selection of a facility/location for a DUSEL could be directed to the former
Homestake Gold Mine.  Topping the list of conversion and/or redevelopment agencies with the resource
base needed to develop the potential scientific benefits were our nation’s scientific community and the
National Science Foundation.

To complement that approach we quickly bought under consideration the concept of creating a “technology
corridor” with the DUSEL and associated interests comprising a major component of the equation.
Accordingly, we established an organization known as the Black Hills Vision and funded it with $3 million
in local funds.  This approach was based on a consistent community development perspective first
developed in the mid-1990s.  At that time more than a dozen communities constituting a population of
approximately 140,000 adopted a strategic visioning program to integrate the resources and objectives
needed to take western South Dakota into the 21st Century.

The siting and development of the DUSEL fulfills one of the goals in our community strategic plan
(Frontiers: Forging Our Future) which is to enhance the skills and technology base of our economy.  The
opportunities created by a DUSEL would provide talented graduates from both local and national
universities to realize their academic and economic aspirations.

It would also provide the opportunity for a known number of local and regional alumni to return to positions
worthy of their experience and expertise and enjoy the outstanding quality of life in the Black Hills.

There is no better, cost effective and logical use of this great resource and we strongly recommend you
capitalize on the opportunity quickly.

If you have any questions or need additional information, please contact me.  Thank you for your time and
interest.

Sincerely,

James F. McKeon, CCE
President and CEO
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February 23, 2005

To:  Ms Trudy Severson
       State of South Dakota

From: Lynn A. Hammerstrom, President/Manager
           First Western Bank
           P O Box 2160, 41 5th Avenue
           Belle Fourche,  SD  57717

Re:  NSF  S-2 Application

Ms Severson:

I am writing in support of Mr. Dave Snyder and the South Dakota Science and
Technology Authority application for moving to make Homestake a Deep Underground
Science and Engineering Laboratory in the Black Hills of South Dakota.

I am a member of the Black Hills Vision Board of Directors, and a member of the Belle
Fourche Economic Development Corporation.  I am a resident of Belle Fourche and feel
that this project is most important to the continued development of the Black Hills area
economy.

I trust that you will provide additional support for this, as many leading businesses and
business leaders have thrown their personal and financial support behind the National
Science Laboratory and the potential it has for our area.

Thank you.

Lynn A. Hammerstrom
President/Manager








